
Donegal County Library – Read DL Pledge to read and find the perfect book for you at Irelandreads.ie 
 

The Schools Collection 

The Schools Collection which you can read at https://www.duchas.ie/en/cbes is made up of over 700,000 pages of folklore and stories that were collected 
by primary school children in over 5,000 schools in Ireland between 1937 and 1939. 

Folklore are traditional beliefs and stories that were passed from generation to generation. They weren’t usually written down.  

The children collected the stories from their parents, grandparents and neighbours. The stories collected include ghost stories, legends and customs from 
the local area. 

There is a good chance that the school that you went to is included in the collection. Even if your school is not there, there are probably stories collected 
from other schools in your area. Sometimes these small schools were later joined together to create bigger schools and no longer exist. There’s a chance a 
relation of yours told or collected some of these stories. 

If you click on ‘Places’ at the top of https://www.duchas.ie/en/info/cbe it shows you a map of Ireland and you can move it around to Donegal. 
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The blue markers are linked to places where stories were collected and the red or orange markers are individual schools. The one I’ve clicked on is An Sraith 
Mhór or Stramore National School. 
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If I click on the name of the school in the box it brings me to the all the stories collected by the school. You can see the original manuscript which has been 
scanned or photographed. On the left you can see the titles. Sometimes they won’t have a title and will just be called ‘story’ if they are in English or ‘scéal’ if 
they are in Irish like these ones. Transcribed means that the story had been typed up so you don’t have to try and read the original which sometimes can be 
difficult if you are not used to reading handwriting.
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I’ve clicked on one here and at the bottom of the page you can see the name of the person who collected the story and the informant or person who told it. 
The best way to learn how to use the site is to try it out yourself with your teacher or parents/guardian. See if you can find your own school or area.  
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You can also search by theme. Here I’ve entered ‘Fionn’ as in Fionn Mac Cumhail at https://www.duchas.ie/en/cbes and you can see on the left there are 
444 entries from Donegal on this. If I can click on Donegal it will bring me to all the stories from Donegal about this topic. 

 

 

You can search for other topics and stories as well. Play about with it. But the main thing to do is to read and enjoy the stories. 

That’s what Read DL is all about! 


